
 St. Mary the Virgin  

Week beginning 29th November 2020. 
 

Christmas Services 

Hopefully the Christmas services will be: 

Advent 2,3,4 Holy Communion 10.am in church 

Christmas Eve 3.30pm Carols and Lessons in church 

Christmas Morning Holy Communion 9.30am 

Please see notice from Fiona about the flowers at the end of this sheet. 

Betty is as usual collecting stamps for the RNIB As with all charities they have been short of donations this 
year and collecting stamps is a very easy way of contributing. 

Please Pray for the following:  
 

Paul Allen,  Alan Bailey, Diane Talling, Michael Callaghan,  Chris Lawson,   Michael Baxter,  Bertie,  Marcia 
 
Eileen Wiltcher,  John Tomsett,  Julie Dow,  Boy and Marion,  Angela Bailey,  Gillian T,  Stuart,  Ruth Dykes      
 
Colin Winstone,  Amara,   Avril,  Rachel,  Victoria Nobes,  Alan Wiltcher  Stephen North,  Rhian   Jack. Jenny 
 
Ann Carnie,  Ross,  Jamie-Lynn Port, Jean Glover,  Ros Collins,  Julian,  Shanti,  Anne Cobbold,   Jeremy D.,                    
 
Julie-Ann and family,  Maddie and her family,  Lindsay Wyatt,  Raymond Henn,  Irene Fielding. Wilma Macdonald   
 
 Esme.  Tony Gostick, .Rachel and Chris, Joe and Lisa,  Kezia  June Aylott. Iris Lock. Amelia Cope. Pat Webb            
 
Bob. Cordery. Maddie. 
 
Recently departed:  
 
Years mind for week beginning  29th Nov. Sat: Alan Lancaser 
 

Readings for Advent 2 

Isaiah 40. 1 - 11 2 Peter 3. 8 - 15 
Mark. 1. 1 - 8 

 
This Week’s Services 

 

Sundays – Zoom service 10.00am code as before.(order of service is on the 
website and attached to this email.) 

 



 
If you feel ill after attending church please phone 020 8856 8221.                  

Please continue to say prayers for the parish and the nation at 1.00pm .                                                   
Fr. Neil will be working Wed. Thurs. Fri. this week. 

 
 

Birthdays This Week 
 

Sun: Pat Summers. Thurs: Ralph Ransom 
 

Directory 
 

                     Priest: Fr. Neil Nicholls .. 020 8856 1809..07485177596...... revn@hotmail.co.uk 
Church Warden: Fiona Gregory ......020 8856 1902..............gregpj12@yahoo.co.uk 

                     Church Warden: Andy Hirons..........07956307980. ..............andyhirons@aol.com 
   Deputy C/Warden Mike Dykes…       07745354132 .............. mike0901dykes@gmail.com 
  Parish Admin: Pam Davies..........   ..020 8856 8221............ .pam@stmarythevirgin.net 

          Hall Secretary: Rob Collins.........     .07980376830…........    bobcollins_bobc@yahoo.co.uk 
 

www.stmarythevirgin.net  We also have a WhatsApp group Andy Hirons is 
admin.  

 

'Financial Update 

We are encouraged that so many of you have made contributions during this difficult time.  Thank 
you to you all.  This has meant that we have been able to continue to make regular payments for 
our essential services and towards the Parish Support Fund.  If anyone who has not done so 
already is willing to make a donation our bank details are: PCC St Mary the Virgin – Sort Code: 20-
06-72  Account No: 80692638      Thank you 

 

We believe in the equality of all peoples and value the richness that comes with racial 
and ethnic diversity. Racism is a sin; as such we oppose racism in all its forms. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek… you are all one in Christ Jesus.    
     Galatians 3:28 
 

Decoration of the Church for Christmas 2020 …..YES!!!! 

Please contact Fiona by email or phone, by 13.12.20 if possible,  if you would be 
able to help to decorate the church during the morning of 24th December, from 
about 9.00 or earlier if better for you, until about 11.30. Because of social 

mailto:revn@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:..............andyhirons@aol.com
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distancing it might be necessary to have 2 sessions, that is why I need to know 
asap. Please specify if there is a particular area which you would like to do.  The 
colour scheme is green, yellow and white and red.  Arrangements may be 
completed at home and brought in on the 24th.  

Sanctuary,…… already chosen Statue  
Pillar by organ Porch  
Font Memorial book 
Chapel Porch window sills 
Porch radiator shelves…already chosen Porch window sills, with candles 
Church window sills, with candles Pew ends, front of gallery 
Floor in front of choir pews Help with clearing up 
Sorry, I cannot think of a way of providing coffee or mince pies! Please provide 
your own REAL flowers and greenery and ask for re-imbursement from Fiona. A 
very BIG thank you for helping.  

Readings for Advent 1 Year B 
 
FIRST READING Isaiah 64.1–9 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 
 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence – 
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil – to make your name known to your 
adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you 
came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no 
eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we 
transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We 
all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold 
of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, 
you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be 
exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity for ever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1.3–9 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 
My brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I give thanks to my God always for you 
because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus,  for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind – just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you – 
 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful; by 
him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 



 
 
 
 
GOSPEL Mark 13.24–37 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light,  and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will 
see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  From the fig tree learn its lesson: 
as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.  But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
 

 

INTERCESSIONS for Advent Sunday, 29th December 2020 

We continue to pray for your church throughout the world at this time asking that racial justice and understanding may 
prevail.  We pray that those seeking and implementing change are inspired by your unconditional love.  

We pray for Bishops Christopher and Karowei that they are not discouraged in their work for you. We pray for the life of 
our own church community here at St Mary’s, and for Fr Neil.   On this Advent Sunday we pray for the Church’s 
missionary work, in the UK and overseas. We pray for the bishops, priests and people of the Lusitanian Church in 
Portugal,  (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury); and for The Rt Revd Jorge Pina Cabral, Bishop of the 
Lusitanian Church We pray for peace in the World and for wise decisions by those in power for the good of those whom 
they serve, not for personal gain or power, We pray for the Queen and her family and her Government.  We pray for all 
who live, work and play in our local community.  In our cycle of prayer we pray for all who live in-Wickham Street, for St. 
Mary's players and all who perform and entertain.   For all those who do not know where they might find a safe place to 
sleep tonight. 

 We remember the challenges faced in our society, for families, and all those who are alone and all in isolation. We pray 
for those who are in need; for the sick and those who mourn.  We pray for all who fear more isolation and for all bring 
comfort, care, and healing especially all key workers. In a moment of silence, we pray for all on our weekly sheet and 
anyone known to us personally.  We pray for all who have lost loved ones, remembering Alan Lancaster this Saturday. 
We give you thanks for all the faithful departed. We remember in a moment of silence all whom we have lost giving 
especial thanks for those who helped us to know you.  May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace and rise in glory.  We ask that our Faith in your redeeming love and our longing to mirror it to others may 
continue to grow stronger through this time.  Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


